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Central African Republic, South Sudan and
eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo
has provided a welcoming environment in
which the LRA can hide and resume its deadly
activities with less fear of regional government
action against it. When we take our eyes off
the LRA, they have enhanced maneuverability
and opportunity to regroup.

Thanks to the #Kony2012 campaign by the
advocacy group Invisible Children, the LRA
became notorious worldwide and garnered
international support, especially among the
young, on behalf of a robust counter-LRA ef-
fort. Yet the staying power of social media is
fleeting. There are always new causes, also
legitimate, to draw attention away. Remember
#BringBackOurGirls on behalf of the Chibok
schoolgirls kidnapped by Boko Haram?

Our caring has to extend to the victims of
LRA and other such groups, which not only in-
clude those whom they attack, but also those
whom they cruelly use in their destructive
campaigns. We had one such victim with us,
who described the ongoing desolation the LRA
brings to so many young lives. We also had
witnesses familiar with the LRA and its ter-
rorist activities who described the ongoing
threat this group poses, however diminished
their ranks may be.

Countering terrorist groups cannot depend
on Twitter campaigns. The United States and
other members of the international community
must retain our resolve to capture or remove
the leaders of the LRA and any terrorist group
that threaten the lives and well-being of inno-
cent people worldwide. Whether such groups
pose a direct, confirmable threat to the home-
land or not, by terrorizing those whom we
help, they oppose U.S. interests and must be
dealt with.
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Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize Mr. Jim Johnston of
Grain Valley, MO. This October, Jim will be
completing his eighth term and fourth decade
as the President of the Owner-Operator Inde-
pendent Drivers Association (OOIDA), an or-
ganization that formed to give owner-operators
and drivers a voice where they previously had
none. Jim is widely considered to be a na-
tional leader on all issues affecting small busi-
ness trucking professionals and professional
truck drivers.

It is hard to believe that OOIDA began in an
office trailer chained to a light pole at a truck
stop in Grain Valley. Under Jim’s leadership, it
is now the largest organization of small busi-
ness trucking professionals and professional
truck drivers in the country, with more than
155,000 members nationwide. OOIDA has
members in every state across every Con-
gressional district.

There is no question that Jim and his orga-
nization strive daily to represent the best inter-
ests of truck drivers around the country. In
fact, Jim leads a 22 member Board of Direc-
tors that has more than 800 years of truck
driving experience collectively, and a staff of
320 OOIDA employees, many of whom were
truck drivers themselves. Needless to say, Jim
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is an invaluable resource on trucking and
transportation issues to those fortunate
enough to work with him.

Representing the interests of truck drivers
has been Jim’s life’s work, and | can con-
fidently say there is no one more dedicated to
the cause. Throughout his career, he has
worked with legislative, executive, and judicial
branches of government, law enforcement
agencies and other trucking and transportation
organizations, all while serving on numerous
commissions and advisory boards. His mission
is simple: fight for the rights of all professional
truck drivers. While some of his colleagues
might say that he is a fierce adversary, | think
most would agree that the integrity and profes-
sionalism with which he conducts himself has
endeared Jim to all of his colleagues and
competitors.

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege to work with
Jim and his team at OOIDA. | would ask all of
my colleagues to join me in commending Mr.
Jim Johnston for his lifelong dedication to the
members of OOIDA and the trucking industry,
and we wish him the best in his future en-
deavors.
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Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to the crew of the El Faro, the
790-foot container ship that recently perished
in the Atlantic during Hurricane Joaquin. We
cannot know the heartache that their families
and friends are facing in the midst of the un-
answered questions surrounding this maritime
disaster. In their time of need, we send them
strong prayers of support to help ease their
pain.

The 33 crew members aboard the vessel,
18 from Florida, 12 from my hometown of
Jacksonville, 10 others from cities and towns
across America, and five Polish nationals, all
faced the toughest of odds from a Category 4
hurricane. These brave men and women in-
clude: Jacksonville residents Roosevelt Clark,
Brookie Davis, Frank Hamm, Carey Hatch,
Jack Jackson, Jackie Jones, Jr., Lonnie Jor-
dan, Roan Lightfoot, James Porter, Theodore
Quammie, Lashawn Rivera and Anthony
Thomas. Florida residents Louis Champa of
Palm Coast, Keith Griffin of Fort Myers, Joe
Hargrove of Orange Park, Howard Schoenly of
Cape Coral, German Solar-Cortes of Orlando
and Mariette Wright of St. Augustine were also
aboard.

Sylvester Crawford Jr. of Lawrenceville,
Georgia; Michael Davidson of Windham,
Maine; Michael Holland of North Wilton,
Maine; Mitchell Kuflik of Brooklyn, New York;
Jeffrey Mathias of Kingston, Massachusetts;
Dylan Meklin of Rockland, Maine; Richard
Pusatere of Virginia Beach, Virginia; Danielle
Randolph  of Rockland, Massachusetts;
Jeremie Riehm of Camden, Delaware; and
Steven Shultz of Roan Mountain, Tennessee
are also mourned as are Piotr Krause, Marcin
Nita, Jan Podgorski, Andrzej Truszkowski and
Rafal Zdobych of Poland.

As we learn more about their lives we see
the experience and professionalism they
brought to their careers, their love of family
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and the hope they had for the future. May
those closest to them take comfort from this
diverse collection of stories.

We also take time to recognize the United
States Coast Guard, United States Navy,
United States Air Force and other maritime as-
sets who combined forces in the search for
the stricken ship and its members. They are to
be commended for their full commitment and
dedication to that mission.

As we move ahead, investigations are un-
derway by the National Transportation Safety
Board and the Coast Guard to determine what
happened and how to prevent another such
disaster from happening in the future. | have
no doubt that those answers will come. In the
meantime, America’s maritime community is a
tight one and will rally around those who need
it the most right now—the loved ones of the E/
Faro crew. We stand with them, ready to meet
their needs in whatever way we can, today
and in all of the tomorrows.

——————
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to recognize Coach Mickey Lindsey on the oc-
casion of his retirement from Pace High
School, located in Northwest Florida. For near-
ly four decades, Coach Lindsey has dedicated
his life to serving his students and local com-
munities throughout the Gulf Coast and South-
eastern United States, and | am pleased to
honor his outstanding achievements.

Born and raised in Alabama, Coach Lindsey
graduated high school from Grove Hill Acad-
emy in Grove Hill and received his Bachelor of
Science and Masters in Physical Education
degree from the University of West Alabama
in 1976 and Valdosta State College in 1984,
respectively. At the collegiate level, Coach
Lindsey was a member of the Livingston Uni-
versity Football team from 1972 to 1975,
where he was part of a Division Il semi-final
run, and his love of the game and athletics
would continue to play an integral role in his
successful coaching career.

Coach Lindsey began his coaching career
as assistant football coach and head track
coach at Choctawhatchee High School in Fort
Walton Beach, Florida in 1977. After stops at
various other schools—including Dodge Coun-
ty High School, Central High School,
Escambia High School, and Century High
School—Coach Lindsey became the Head
Football Coach at Pace High School, where
he has remained for the last 25 years. His nu-
merous awards and accolades include four-
time Pensacola News Journal Football Coach
of the Year, two-time WEAR-TV Football
Coach of the Year, and two-time State
Weightlifting Coach of the Year. Under his
leadership, Coach Lindsey’s teams have cap-
tured four state weightlifting titles, 10 district
football championships, four undefeated foot-
ball seasons, and three regional football
championships. Over the course of his career,
Coach Lindsey has compiled a career record
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